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the regions which attracted the industry earlier, has been very
slow and their respective shares in the all-India total have
declined from 68.6 and 5 per cent to 56.3 and 4,5 per cent.
Similarly from amongst the big centres of all-India import-
ance, it is only the city and island of Bombay which recorded
a decline in the number of mills from 81 to 78. On the con-
trary, the increase in the number of mills in the Coimbatore
District of Madras, in the province of Bengal, and in most of
the Indian States, has been very rapid. The progress in the
remaining regions and centres has been fairly good.
But owing to the differences in the size of individual
units, a study of mere numbers does not carry us far. For a
proper appreciation of the regional distribution of the indus-
try a comparison of the employment of labour in the cotton
mills in different regions will prove more helpful. The
average number of workers employed daily in 1921 and 1937
is given in TABLE II overleaf.
A study of this table confirms the results obtained by the
analysis of the numerical distribution of the mills. The pro-
gress in the presidency of Bombay and M.P, has been slow
and in spite of a small increase in the average number of
workers employed, the relative shares of these provinces in
the total employment figure of the country have declined from
69.8 and 4.9 per cent to 53.0 and 3.7 per cent respectively.
But in Baroda State, in the province of Delhi, and in the
Coimbatore District of Madras, the industry has made a very
rapid progress, which has been closely followed by the deve-
lopment in the States of Bombay aSd Western India Agency,
Central India, Mysore and Hyderabad. The progress shown
by the Madura District of Madras and the province of Bengal
has also been fairly good. From amongst the big centres of
the cotton industry the progress made by Cawnpore and
Ahmedabad has been most spectacular. The Bombay city
and island, in spite of a fall in the number of mills from
81 to 78, appears to have maintained its position so far as the
employment of labour is concerned. The number of mills in
1937 in Bombay and Ahmedabad being 78 and 90 respectively,
gives an impression as if the position of Bombay as the big-
gest cotton textile centre of India has been surpassed by
Ahmedabad but the number of workers employed at Bom-